Ten reasons why Swindon needs a Biodiversity Action Plan
1. To coordinate and focus action for biodiversity by creating a cohesive local partnership

The Swindon BAP Forum acts as an umbrella for all of the biodiversity work in Swindon. The close networks formed by the existence of the BAP Partnership and its habitat working groups ensure that biodiversity work in the Borough is joined up and effective. For example, the Swindon Rangers, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust, Wiltshire Bat Group and the Cotswold Water Park have worked together to start a Swindon Bat Project, as a direct result of the BAP. 

The Forum also also provides a central focus for discussion, idea-sharing and news provision, and the BAP Steering Group organises at least one whole-Forum event every year, with specific habitat or area working groups meeting more often.
The BAP Coordinator also provides a source of help and advice to members of the Forum, for example on planning matters, or through support for other projects (for example, the Great Western Community Forest at Wichelstowe). 

2. To act as a lever for funding

Many different funding bodies require that any environmental projects that they fund meet local BAP targets and actions. By having an active Biodiversity Action Plan and active Biodiversity Forum in place, a mechanism is provided through which local organisations and community groups are able to secure funding for their local area.
One of the projects that wouldn’t have happened without the BAP is the Rivermead River Restoration Project (1.2km of the River Ray, £250,000 total funding). SITA and Biffa both required that BAP targets and actions be met as a requirement of funding. The same is the case with community projects such as the Chiseldon Washpool (£23,000 from St Mowdens Landfill Operator).

3. To assist the Council and other public sector partners to fulfil their biodiversity “duty” under section 40 of the NERC Act, 2006.
4. To raise awareness of and action for biodiversity amongst all sectors in the Borough

The Swindon BAP has always had a real community focus, involving local people in biodiversity conservation throughout the Borough, through, for example, Active Too, and the Chiseldon Washpool Project. Many of these projects have also brought in large amounts of funding, and would not have been achieved without the BAP.

The BAP fits in closely with the “Connecting People, Connecting Places” localism agenda in Swindon, as the new spatial approach (see section 9) will allow much more focused work with local communities over the next five years. 

One Planet Swindon seeks to ensure that natural heritage is preserved and maintained – it is through an active Biodiversity Action Plan and Forum that this will be achieved.

5. The Swindon BAP provides the mechanism to deliver planning policies

Numerous planning applications make reference to BAP species and habitats and to the Swindon BAP. A recent example would be the wind turbines at Honda - a major multinational detailing how they will contribute to the actions of the Swindon BAP. 

An active Biodiversity Action Plan and Forum are essential if developing policies such as the Green Paper on Open Source Planning come to fruition. Local people will be reliant on direction from an active Biodiversity Partnership to help guide them through planning applications. 

6. To deliver practical biodiversity conservation work on the ground in Swindon

With the publishing of the revised BAP, work can continue to be delivered on the ground to meet the targets and actions identified. This will be in line with the priority areas identified in the Regional Development Plan (see section 9). A map of on the ground biodiversity work that has happened since 2005 in Swindon as a result of the BAP will be produced by the BAP Coordinator shortly.  
7. To provide baseline information on species and habitats in the Borough, and to provide a framework for monitoring
The BAP contains actions to ensure that comprehensive baseline data is collated for species and habitats in Swindon. This baseline data has an important role to play in the planning process, ensuring that planners and consultants have the most up to date information available to them.
8. To prioritise action required to conserve Swindon’s biodiversity

The Swindon BAP review was completed at the beginning of 2010 with the involvement of the entire Swindon BAP Partnership, and prioritised targets and actions for the Borough were published. This provides the framework in which biodiversity conservation in Swindon can be delivered over the next five years. Without the Swindon BAP this work will not happen.

9. To ensure that the Biodiversity Delivery Areas within the Regional Delivery Plan are implemented

The Swindon BAP provides the mechanism by which the priority areas identified in the South West Delivery Plan can be implemented. The importance of the landscape scale approach is highlighted by the Lawton Review White Paper which is currently under consultation. These Biodiversity Delivery Areas must be delivered over the next five years, and will form a primary area of work for the Swindon BAP.

10. To fulfil national reporting obligations

Because of the existence of the Swindon BAP, it is possible to report local progress against national biodiversity targets into the national Biodiversity Action Reporting System (BARS). Without the BAP, reporting of progress for biodiversity in Swindon would not take place.
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